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with the help of elements opposed to the Muzaffar regime, carved
out for themselves a semi-independent small kingdom which, among
other places, contained the important forts of Champanir, Broach
and Surat. They affirmed their loyalty to Akbar when the latter
took Ahmedabad and proclaimed himself the master of Gujarat.
Their submission was, however, only a tactic to gain time for an
opportunity to assert themselves and oust the Mughals from the
peninsula. Murder by Ibrahim of Rustam Khan, a local chieftain
who made no secret of his support for the Emperor, was an act of
treacherous defiance which Akbar was in no mood to dverlook,
much less condone. His reaction was sharp and immediate: "I
shall take the field against him myself. We leave tomorrow morning.
A high-speed squad of five hundred horsemen will accompany me.
The bulk of the army may follow later. Fast movement is the crying
need. I must strike at once."
Against the advice of some of his conservative counsellors,
Akbar left Cambay as planned, and pressed forward without stop-
ping for the next twenty-four hours with such rapidity that when
he reached the Mahanadi, he had with him only some forty horses.
From a passing Hindu priest he learnt that Ibrahim was entrench-
ed in great force at Sarnal, a small town built on a low hill on the
opposite bank of the river. Akbar's companions were alarmed, and
advised the Emperor to wait for reinforcements before crossing
the river. At this critical moment, as luck would have it, the van
of the main army came up. Even with this addition, the force num-
bered only one hundred and fifty or, as some say, only a hundred
men. Notwithstanding this handicap, Akbar ordered an imme-
diate attack. Man Singh submitted that he should be given the
honour of leading the van. Akbar's reply was typical: "Today
there is no van or rear, no right, left or centre. We have no army
to divide. Let us keep together, and set our hearts to ths combat.**
Man Singh insisted that he be given an opportunity to show his
loyalty by acting as a shield to the person of his sovereign, and
pulled out his sword to swear allegiance and unswerving resolve
to protect the Emperor. Akbar appreciated his sentiment and let
him be the first to plunge his horse into the river. The small force
reached the opposite bank safely. Meanwhile,lbrahim had left the
town with some two thousand men, and positioned himself on high
ground in anticipation of the attack. The stretch between the
river and the town was virtually impassable because of thick